THE WINE-LOVER'S GUIDE TO

PINOT NOIR

This clegant, versatile grape makes both food-friendly reds

WHAT 1§ IT FAMOUS FOR?

Sometimes referred 10 83 the Beartbeosk
Srapc’, as it s notoriously iy 1o grow, pioot
sk has tightly packed bunches of grapes and
dedicate skis that make t suiceptible to rot
and mildew. Nonsthelons, It one of the three
main grapes - akngede chardannay and
pimot meunier - wsed in champagse snd ather
sparkiing wines, sading body and stnscture

WHERE 1S IT GROWN?

Allover the woebd, ulthough its heastiand i
the Bungualy regon of France, wheee medicval
soonks flevt cultivated the grape and sought
o3# growing sites on the shopes of the Cite
07 Kinenthere, It prefers cooler spots, esch
as the coastal vineyands of Cabidernis, New
Zeatand, Australia and Chide. It's also the most
widely planted grape in British vineyards.

WHAT 1S ITS WINE STYLE?

Typically, pinot miz produces 3 ighter type
of red than grapes such a8 nrab, cabernet
savignom er merior, it thin ikin mesae Hghter
tammine and less body in the finlshed wine

AND ITS FLAVOUR?
The vacietal evhes red cherry prediecicantly,
ofien supgrted by chans taristios of nuspbxery

develop into more earthy scents ax the wine
ages. I warmar climates soch as Californias
Central Coast, yourll often find bolder, lusher
styles with darkes fruit flavours at the fore

vl fantastic chamy

WHAT FOOD DOES IT GO WITH?
Piznot it is extremely veruatide whea it
coms 1o food paitings, Dack amd s azc
clamic matches, = its naturally high scidity
rough the rickaces of faty sests.
ter atylo of red, It also lemds itaclf

0 white meats. Thic makes it 3 cracking
accompaniesent 1o dishes featuring pork (that
scbdiny stands op well 1o fiety cracking) snd
chicken. The wine also relgns supreme with
terriaes, phtés and charcuterie. L its spirituad
hoste of Burgandy, paot ot is cojord with
ocufs e meureite (o posbeod in wine),
Epolases cheese, nd bocut bostgalnon

HOW MUCH SHOULD I PAY?

The most expensive wines come from the
Grand Cru vineyands (n the Burgindian
village of Vesme Romsanée: the combénstina
of tiny production 454 high dcmand means
hew botthes command masy hendreds

of pounds. Fortarstely, many olber grest
examples of the grape are more accessible,
with good value 1o be found in Chille, New
Zealand, Ametralia and Caifornia. As a fairly
tricky and cageicious grape 10 grow, plnet
does tend 10 cost more than other reds.

A wine hitting the swcet sl for quality amd
vidux - displaying the comphexity ard charm
of the grage - would be in the £12-20 bracket.

PINOT NOIR IN A NUTSHELL?
Silky, supple, fragrant. A begzailing grape that
produces some of the workds finest wines.

THREE PERFECT PINOTS TO TRY...

-—l 4 @)

Danry Gt Prst Now 201779

667 Noble Views Poot Now
1 200 Casornia, USA"
§ $)Q80. E199) Trowres i

Dot Bepte Pt Mo
J0M Lot Ramas on,
Fearme™ (bin 40019, €19%)

expert Zeren Wilson

WAITROSECELLAR COM

Fnd 2k the drinis In th section - and
1200 mave =~ onine 22 watrosacelaccom
wizh Cick & Cobect avalable on a¥ cvders.




